
	
  
 

Alignment of Texas Social Studies and Language Arts Standards 
to One Clip at a Time 

 
113.7. Social Studies, Grade 5. 
 
Introduction. 
(1) In Grade 5, students learn about the history of the United States from its early 
beginnings to the present with a focus on colonial times through the 20th century. 
Historical content includes the colonial and revolutionary periods, the establishment of 
the United States, and issues that led to the Civil War. An overview of major events and 
significant individuals of the late-19th century and the 20th century is provided. Students 
learn about a variety of regions in the United States that result from physical features and 
human activity and identify how people adapt to and modify the environment. Students 
explain the characteristics and benefits of the free enterprise system and describe 
economic activities in the United States. Students identify the roots of representative 
government in this nation as well as the important ideas in the Declaration of 
Independence and the U.S. Constitution. Students recite and explain the meaning of the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Students examine the importance of effective leadership in a 
democratic society and identify important leaders in the national government. Students 
examine fundamental rights guaranteed in the Bill of Rights. Students describe customs 
and celebrations of various racial, ethnic, and religious groups in the nation and identify 
the contributions of famous inventors and scientists. Students use critical-thinking skills 
including sequencing, categorizing, and summarizing information and drawing inferences 
and conclusions. 
 
(2) To support the teaching of the essential knowledge and skills, the use of a variety of 
rich primary and secondary source material such as biographies; novels; speeches and 
letters; and poetry, songs, and artworks is encouraged. Selections may include Yankee 
Doodle. Motivating resources are also available from museums, historical sites, 
presidential libraries, and local and state preservation societies. 
 
(3) The eight strands of the essential knowledge and skills for social studies are intended 
to be integrated for instructional purposes with the history and geography strands 
establishing a sense of time and a sense of place. Skills listed in the geography and social 
studies skills strands in subsection (b) of this section should be incorporated into the 
teaching of all essential knowledge and skills for social studies. A greater depth of 
understanding of complex content material can be attained when integrated social studies 
content from the various disciplines and critical-thinking skills are taught together. 
 
(4) Throughout social studies in Kindergarten-Grade 12, students build a foundation in 
history; geography; economics; government; citizenship; culture; science, technology, 
and society; and social studies skills. The content, as appropriate for the grade level or 
course, enables students to understand the importance of patriotism, function in a free  



	
  
 
enterprise society, and appreciate the basic democratic values of our state and nation as 
referenced in the Texas Education Code, §28.002(h). 
 
(5.5) History. The student understands important issues, events, and individuals of the 
20th century inthe United States. The student is expected to: 
 (A) analyze various issues and events of the 20th century such as urbanization, 
 industrialization, increased use of oil and gas, world wars, and the Great  
Depression. 
 (B) identify the accomplishments of notable individuals such as Carrie Chapman 
Catt, Dwight  Eisenhower, Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa Parks, Colin Powell, and 
Franklin D. Roosevelt who have made contributions to society in the areas of civil rights, 
women's rights, military actions, and politics. 
 
(5.22) Culture. The student understands the relationship between the arts and the times 
during which they were created. The student is expected to:  
 (A ) explain how examples of art, music, and literature reflect the times during 
which they were created. 
 
 
(5.25)  Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and 
use information acquired from a variety of sources including electronic technology. The 
student is expected to: 
 (A)  differentiate between, locate, and use primary and secondary sources such as 
computer software; interviews; biographies; oral, print, and visual material; and artifacts 
to acquire information about the United States and Texas; 
 (B)  analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-
effect relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making 
generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions; 
 (C)  organize and interpret information in outlines, reports, databases, and visuals 
including graphs, charts, timelines, and maps; 
 (D)  identify different points of view about an issue or topic; 
 (E)  identify the elements of frame of reference that influenced the participants in 
an event. 
 
 (5.26)  Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. 
The student is expected to: 
 (A)  use social studies terminology correctly; 
 (B)  incorporate main and supporting ideas in verbal and written communication; 
 (C)  express ideas orally based on research and experiences; 
 (D)  create written and visual material such as journal entries, reports, graphic 
organizers, outlines,  and bibliographies; and 
 (E)  use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and punctuation. 
 



	
  
(5.27)  Social studies skills. The student uses problem-solving and decision-making 
skills, working independently and with others, in a variety of settings. The student is 
expected to: 
  (A)  use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list 
and consider options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a 
solution, and evaluate  the effectiveness of the solution; and 
 (B)  use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a decision, 
gather  information, identify options, predict consequences, and take action to implement 
a decision. 
 
 
Reading Standards: 
(10) Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Culture and History. Students 
analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about the author's purpose in cultural, 
historical, and contemporary contexts and provide evidence from the text to support their 
understanding. Students are expected to draw conclusions from the information presented 
by an author and evaluate how well the author's purpose was achieved.  
 
(11) Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Expository Text. Students analyze, 
make inferences and draw conclusions about expository text and provide evidence from 
text to support their understanding. Students are expected to:  
 (A) summarize the main ideas and supporting details in a text in ways that 
maintain meaning and logical order; 
 
(12) Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Persuasive Text. Students analyze, 
make inferences and draw conclusions about persuasive text and provide evidence from 
text to support their analysis. Students are expected to:  
 (A) identify the author's viewpoint or position and explain the basic relationships 
 among ideas (e.g., parallelism, comparison, causality) in the argument; 
 
(5.24) Research/Gathering Sources. Students determine, locate, and explore the full range 
of relevant sources addressing a research question and systematically record the 
information they gather. Students are expected to:  
 (A) follow the research plan to collect data from a range of print and electronic 
 resources (e.g., reference texts, periodicals, web pages, online sources) and data 
from experts;  
 (B) differentiate between primary and secondary sources;  
 (C) record data, utilizing available technology (e.g., word processors) in order to 
see the relationships between ideas, and convert graphic/visual data (e.g., charts, 
diagrams, timelines) into written notes 
 
(5.27) Listening and Speaking/Listening. Students use comprehension skills to listen 
attentively to others in formal and informal settings. Students continue to apply earlier 
standards with greater complexity. Students are expected to:  



	
  
 
 
 (A) listen to and interpret a speaker's messages (both verbal and nonverbal) and 
ask  questions to clarify the speaker's purpose or perspective;  
 (B) follow, restate, and give oral instructions that include multiple action steps; 
and  
 (C) determine both main and supporting ideas in the speaker's message.  
 
(5.28) Listening and Speaking/Speaking. Students speak clearly and to the point, using 
the conventions of language. Students continue to apply earlier standards with greater 
complexity. Students are expected to give organized presentations employing eye contact, 
speaking rate, volume, enunciation, natural gestures, and conventions of language to 
communicate ideas effectively.  
 
(5.29) Listening and Speaking/Teamwork. Students work productively with others in 
teams. Students continue to apply earlier standards with greater complexity. Students are 
expected to participate in student-led discussions by eliciting and considering suggestions 
from other group members and by identifying points of agreement and disagreement.  
 
	
  


